
Summary of relative onset frequency in English for /s/ and /f/ 
 
KEY: ‘CELEX word forms’ considers the frequency of all entries in the CELEX word 
form database (Baayen, Piepenbrock, & Gulikers (1995).  ‘CELEX singleton consonants’ 
considers the frequency of singleton onsets and codas in the CELEX word form database.  
‘Resyllabified onset token’ considers token frequency in the Buckeye corpus of 
spontaneous speech (Pitt et al., 2007).  Here, onset counts include word-initial singleton 
onsets plus intervocalic word-final segments (assuming these would be resyllabified into 
onset position).  Coda counts include all other singleton word-final codas.  Finally, 
‘Monomorphemic type’ considers type frequency of entries in the CELEX lemma 
database with morphological status code ‘M’ (monomorphemic) or ‘Z’ (zero 
derivation/conversation). Number of segments shown in parentheses. 
 
 CELEX word forms CELEX singleton 

consonants 
 Type Token Type Token 
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% /s/ 
in 
onset 

67% 
(59856) 
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% /f/ 
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83% 
(21717) 
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